Questions

Questions for your child’s teacher:

+ What are my child’s strengths and
weaknesses based on his/her as-

sessments and class work?

+ What types of resources /materials

are available for my child?

¢+ What can | do over the summer/
school year breaks to get my child

prepared for the school year?

¢ What can | do if it is hard for my
child to comprehend and concen-

trate in class/home?

+ Can | contact the teacher after
school hours to get assistance with

homework?

+ Are there resources or educational
tools available to parents to link

home and school?

Activities for Home

What can | do to help my child

¢+ Tag Team reading by borrowing two
copies of the same title and read the

book with your child by taking turns.

+ After reading a story, create a new

ending for the story.

+ Write kindness notes to neighbors
and family member thanking them

for their kind act.

+ Find your child area of interest and
chose a content area literature

(nonfiction).

¢ Plan marathon family charades and
scrabble games to enhance vocabu-

lary development.
¢ Sponsor a family poetry/rap slam.

¢ Complete crossword puzzles as a

family.

+ Chose a vocabulary word of the day.

A Message from the CMSD
~School Parent Organization~

Dear Families,

This information was created by
CMSD families for CMSD families it
is intended to enhance your ability
to communicate and understand
what is expected of your child in 6th

grade.
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Acquisition of Vocabulary

L2

Use the surrounding words and how the text is writ-
ten to understand unknown words.

Identify analogies and other word relationships. Ex.
up:down::black:white

Apply feelings (connotations) associated with words
that have been defined (denotations)

Find the meaning of unknown words using the his-
tory of words, symbols for words and abbreviations.

Use suffixes, prefixes, and roots to understand the
meaning of words. EX. un-,pre-, -ed, -ing.

Use dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and com-
puter to understand vocabulary.

Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension
Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

*

*

Question before and during reading.
Apply writing strategies
*a summary of a story
*making predictions

*comparing information within the story, be-
tween different stories, or across subjects

Making meaning through asking and responding to a
variety of questions related to the stories

Use examples of self-monitoring strategies:
*ask questions (‘I wonder why....")
*reread

*charts

What should my sixth grader learn about ELA?

Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and

Persuasive Text

+ Use parts of the book, internet sites, and pictures to
make logical guesses and find information.

¢ Look in the story for examples of cause and effect or
facts and opinion.

+  Explain how main ideas connect to each otherin a
variety of sources.

+ Identify arguments and ways to persuade used in
nonfiction books.

# Use different nonfiction books to make conclusions
about topics.

+  Check summary of nonfiction story for main ideas.

Reading Applications: Literary Text

*

*

*

Describe the characters and their point of view.

Explain how the time and place of a story is important.

Identify important events and explain how each event
leads to the next.

Explain the different points of view

*first person-the author uses
*third person-the author use “he, she, and they”

*omniscient point-the author know everything
about the story and the characters do not.

Demonstrate what you understand by finding the
themes, patterns, and symbols.

Tell how different types of stories (myths, drama, fic-
tion, nonfiction) are the same and different.

Explain how the author compares unlike items within
the story to make it meaningful and how the author
suggests the mood to the reader.

Writing Process

¢

Make a list of writing topics and make a purpose
appropriate for the audience.

Determine why you are writing and whom you are
writing to.

Use chart, tables, and diagrams to organize.

Use revision strategies to improve the organization,
the clarity and consistency of ideas within and
among paragraphs and the logic and effectiveness
of word choices.

Select more effective vocabulary when editing by
using a dictionary, thesaurus, and other reference
material.

Proofread and rewrite paper to improve final draft.
Use a writing checklist and rubric for final writing.

Write final copy.

Writing Applications

L2

Use story telling strategies (e.g. Speaking parts and
action to describe characters, plot and settings and
to keep the same point of view)

Write responses to literature that extend beyond the
summary and support judgments through references
to the text.

Write letters (business letter, letter to the editor, job
applications) that are appropriate for the audience
with a clearly written purpose.

Write nonfiction papers that are clear and accurate
that support the main ideas including fact, details,
and explanations.

Use persuasive strategies including establishing a
clear position in support of a proposition or proposal
with supporting evidence.

Writing Conventions

L2

L2

Use correct spelling rules.

Use the rules of punctuation and capitalization in
written work.

Use grammar rules to communicate clearly in writing

Research

L4

Make up research questions to investigate then
develop a plan to gather information.

Locate and summarize important information from
more than one source.

Write the information in an organized form.

Identify parts of your paper that were copied word
for word from a source and list all your sources
used.

Report on research findings in a written or oral re-
port using technology.

Communications: Oral and Visual

*

Listen carefully to be able to summarize the main
ideas and draw conclusions from oral presentations
and visual media (DVDs, TV, PowerPoint, com-
puters)

Explain the point of view of a presenter or a program
and any ways they try to convince the audience.

Give effective oral presentations by using various
word choices and controlling the expression and
volume of your voice.

Organize information considering the following:
*audience
*topic
*purpose

Present information in a reasonable order
(introduction, key ideas, conclusion) so the listener
can understand.

Give presentations using different methods:
*charts
*diagrams

*technology



